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FEAST OF ST. BAKHITA

On February 8th, we will celebrate the feast of
Saint Bakhita. The Canossian Sisters and the Lay Ca-
nossian will celebrate this day with a special Mass at
9:00 am followed by a reception. All are welcome to
attend this celebration.

St. Bakhita SLAVE, with a free heart
This is amazing if we think of the fright she suffered,
the atrocities she endured, the repeated sorrowful ex-
periences, the anguish of solitude, of separation from
loved ones and from whoever could inspire in her a
sense of security and optimism. She harbored tremen-
dous strength of soul for a child abducted at the age of
nine and terrorized to the point of not being able to
remember her own name, her age, nor her family
name. She could only recall an identical terrifying
scene — the abduction of her sister the year before and
how it was her first experience of anguish in life, till
then so serene.

During the very difficult years of slavery,
Bakhita remained faithful to the principles of a clear
conscience, revealing a great strength of soul, wisdom
and equilibrium. She subdued her natural boldness,
without losing the sense of human dignity; she was
docile and submitted herself towards her companions
who shared the same misfortune. When she was hun-
gry, she never thought of stealing food, even when she
was not watched. “They are not my things; they be-
long to the master”. Led by circumstances, she even
observed the Islamic feast called Ramadan. Perfect in
features, of smooth complexion, she suffered physi-
cally by order of a master who was anxious lest the
slave become more beautiful than his wife. For years
she was forced to absolute nudity, a sign of her servant
condition, but she never committed an impure act.
Bakhita was never outraged by her masters nor her
companions, despite the promiscuity that existed
among the slaves, who passed nights locked together
in a small room, sleeping on the bare earth. Natural
honesty seems insufficient to explain such integral be-
havior. If we add that neither the inhuman ill treat-
ment, nor the unjust punishments dictated by the
whim and fancy of the masters,
not even the barbaric tattooing
aroused in her any sense of hate or
bitterness. Bakhita, before know-
ing Christ, carried the cross, re-
ceived in her body the wound of
the Passion, which is metaphysical
reality overflowing from Calvary
beyond every boundary of time
and space, even beyond the visible
Church of the baptized.

ABOUT 40 DAYS FOR LIFE

February 17 - March 28, 2010

40 Days for Life is a focused pro-life cam-
paign that has generated measurable lifesaving re-
sults in hundreds of cities where it has been imple-
mented. Some locations have reported as much as a
28% drop in local abortion numbers and hundreds
of new people getting involved in local lifesaving
ministry efforts. The 40 Days for Life campaign is
made up of three key components:

Prayer and Fasting: inviting people of faith
thoughout our city to join together for 40 days of
fervent prayer and fasting for an end to abortion

Peaceful vigil: standing for life through a 40-
day peaceful public witness outside the local
Planned Parenthood located at 815 Eddy St., be-
tween Franklin & Van Ness

Community Outreach: Taking a positive,
upbeat pro-life message to every corner of our city
through media efforts, church presentations, peti-
tion drives, and public visibility

Learn how you can “speak up for those who
cannot speak for themselves” here in San Francisco
by contacting Ron Konopaski, (415) 668-9800
konopaski@yahoo.com or by visiting:
www.40daysfor life.com/sanfrancisco

COLUMBAN FATHERS

Annual Dinner and Raffle
Sunday, February 28, 2010
Honoring Catherine Doherty

Join us for an Evening of FUN!

United Irish Cultural Center

2700-45th Avenue, San Francisco

No Host Cocktails 5:30 PM
6:30 PM

Beef Pot Roast or Chicken Pomodora

Dinner

$40 per person
For Reservations Call:
Pam Naughton at 415-566-1936
Peg Cooney at 650-878-8260
or Anne Quilter at 415-586-8017




WELCOME TO HOLY NAME OF JESUS PARISH, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

Page 5

iFaz Fr. Arnold Zamora
Here I go again with another
variation of my FAZes. Last week I
wrote about how “bewitched and
bewildered” we have been by the
letter “e” of electronics technology,
let me tinker on the reality of how
the “i” world has further mesmer-
ized our attention. Apple CEO
Steve Jobbs just unveiled their most
advanced technology via a magical and revolution-
ary device — the new iPad. This device has indeed
revolutionized the landscape of computer technol-
ogy. And this has a lot to offer. Among many oth-
ers, we have the ilife, iphone, itouch, ihome, ipod,
ishare, iphoto, imax, imovie, and idvd. With the “e”
power, I was able to get in touch with you. And
now, I'm back on track to continue God’s work with
my “iFaz.”

While in the Philippines I was able to attend
the Second National Congress of the Clergy and our
seminary alumni reunion. Though my schedule was
hectic, it nonetheless was an energizing experience.

The Second National Congress of the Clergy
had more than 5,000 delegates participating which
included priests and bishops from all over the coun-
try. It was a moving experience to see a great num-
ber of priests and bishops in one place. In fact, the
gathering itself was already an inspiration for both
the laity and the priests as they journey together
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

In a concrete expression of solidarity with
the victims of the earthquake in Haiti, the thousands
of priests and a hundred bishops generously
dropped in their donations as collection baskets
were passed around during Mass at the plenary hall
of the World Trade Center. The special collection
yielded 988,675.35 pesos or $21, 500, and was done
during the morning Mass on the third day of the
congress.

I also attended the University of Santo
Tomas Alumni Priests” Reunion where our batch
was being honored as Silver Jubilarians. Wow, 25
years of priesthood! That’s what I am going to cele-
brate next year.

So far, my momentary stay in the Philip-
pines was an inspiration. After all, we all want to
get inspired to continue on.
continued next column...

iFaz _ continued from column on left...

Here is an inspiring vocation story: After a
church service on Sunday morning, a young boy
suddenly announced to his mother. “Mom, I've de-
cided to become a priest when I grow up.” “That’s
okay with us, but what made you decide that?”
“Well,” said the little boy, “I have to go to Church
on Sunday anyway, and I figure it will be more fun
to stand up and yell, than to sit and listen.”

Continue to pray for more vocations to the
priesthood!

LAY CANOSSIANS
During Lent, the Lay Canossian will gather
together to celebrate the Stations of the Cross; start-
ing on Friday, February 19t time and place to be
announced. Details will be in next week’s bulletin.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM

The marriage preparation program is offered
twice a year, during the Fall and Spring time in the
Flanagan Center, and runs five evenings from
7:30pm - 9:00pm. All evenings must be attended in
order to receive a certificate.

Session 2 (Spring) Schedule will be from
April - 20th - 27th; May 4th - 11th - 18th, 2010

For more information, please contact Sr.

Stella Negri, FACC at (415) 664-8590 ext 111.

YOUTH GROUP FOR HIGH SCHOOL
MEETS EVERY SATURDAY AT 1 PM IN THE
YOUTH GROUP ROOM IN THE FLANAGAN
CENTER. New members are always welcome.

ABOUT OUR COVER:

Referring to the World Day of the Sick, which is marked
every year on 11 February, Pope Benedict XVI said:
"Despite the fact that illness is part of human existence,
we never manage to get used to it, not only because
sometimes it comes to be burdensome and grave, but es-
sentially because we are made for life, for complete life.
Precisely our "internal instinct" makes us think of God as
plenitude of life, and even more, as eternal and perfect
Life. When we are tested by sickness and our prayers
seem in vain, doubt wells up in us and, filled with an-
guish, we ask ourselves: What is God's will?

This photo is a window in Southwark Catholic Cathedral
in London showcases the Sacrament of the Sick, showing
Christ at work in this sacrament.

PHOTO TAKEN BY Brother Lawrence Lew, O.P. used
under a Creative Commons License as posted on
Flickr.com




WELCOME TO HOLY NAME OF JESUS PARISH, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA ____Page 6
Holy Name Parish SAVE THE DATE
Chinese New Year -7{0[)' Name Parish
Celebration
The Year of the Tiger 61st Annual
Saturday, Saint Patrick’s
February 20, 2010 Dinner-Dance

The Chinese parishioners of Holy
Name extend the invitation to
All families & friends of the Parish
& the Parish School

Potluck dinner, Ryan Hall (School Gym)

Potluck Dinner, 6:30 pm
Performance by Chinese Class students, 7:30 pm
Raffles & Door prizes
and for Children under 16: Lucky red packets from
Fr. Zamora & Lollipops from Mrs. Cosmos

HOLY NAME CHINESE MINISTRY
CHINESE NEW YEAR POTLUCK

Please note: Reservations are a must due to space
limitations. ** Tickets will beheld at the door. **

To make sure we have a variety of food at the
dinner, we request the school parents to bring
different dishes. If you are not a school parent,
you are welcome to bring whatever dish you
like. Just check the return slip below. Thank
you.

Kindergarten: Chicken
1st & 2nd Grade Pork
3rd & 4th Grade: Beef

5th & 6th Grade: Vegetable
7th & 8th Grade: Dessert

Please bring enough for your family and SIX.

$5/person age 5 and above. Total enclosed:
(Check to HN Chinese Ministry)

Kindly retumn the reservations are before February 11, 2010
to Holy Name School or Holy Name Church

Saturday, March 6th
Holy Name Parish Hall

Doors Open at 6:00 p.m.
No Host Bar
Entertainment

Corned Beef Dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Raffle
Dancing until Midnight to the
music of

Shades of Green

THIS IS OUR ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
FOR THE H.N. SPORTS PROGRAM

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
| 79 FUNDRAISER

ey ——— to support the activities of the
SR

Youth Group

When: Sunday, February 21, 2010
Time: after the 7:30am and 9:30 AM Masses
Location: Flanagan Center
Menu: pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausages, orange juice/
coffee/tea
Cost: $10.00 per person

For reservation, please complete the form below
and return it with your payment to the Parish Office be-
fore February 14, 2010; or call Sr. Stella at 415-664-8590.

Monetary donations are welcome. Thank you in
advance for your support.

Name:

I'would like to purchase: ticket(s) x $10.00 =

$

Check may be made payable to the Holy Name Church.






