




The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph  December 27, 2009 
Beloved, we are God’s children now;  what we shall be has not yet been revealed. 

      — 1 John 3:2a 

MASS INTENTIONS 
WEEK of December 27, 2009 

Sun 27 7:30 AM       Mass for the People 
  9:30 AM         Richard Santana† 
  11:30 AM      Antonio Campos† 
Mon 28 7:30 AM Special Intentions of  
    Nicholas Reyes 
  9:00 AM Families of  
    Lay Canossians† 
Tue 29 7:30 AM Special Intentions of  
    Joe Perasso 
  9:00 AM Special Intentions of  
    Sr. Mary Edith Hurley 
Wed 30 7:30 AM Anselma P. Palarca† 
  9:00 AM Special Intentions of  
    Gloria D. Etchelet 
Thu 31 9:30 AM Special Intentions of  
New Year’s Eve  Jean Louis Etchelet 
Fri 01 9:30 AM Antonio Campos 
New Year’s Day 
Sat  02 7:30 AM Isidora Mangrobang† 
  9:00 AM Kun Chat Chiang &  
    Wai Chun Lau† 
  5:00 PM Epiphanio Xavier† 

TODAY’S 
READINGS 
First Reading — 
Hannah gives her 
son Samuel back 
to the LORD, leav-
ing him in the 
temple at Shiloh: 
“As long as he 
lives, he shall be 
dedicated to the 
LORD” (1 Samuel 
1:20-22, 24-28) or 

Sirach 3:2-7, 12-14. 
Psalm — Blessed are they who dwell in your house, 
O Lord (Psalm 84) or Psalm 128. 
Second Reading — We are children of God when 
we believe in the name of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, 
and love one another just as he commanded us (1 Jn 
3:1-2, 21-24) or Colossians 3:12-21 [12-17]. 
Gospel — Joseph and Mary find the lost Jesus in the 
temple in the midst of the teachers, listening to them 
and asking questions (Luke 2:41-52). 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
Friday:  Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7;  
  Lk 2:16-21 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6;  
  Mt 2:1-12 

We pray for the Sick ...that they may experience 
God’s Love and Healing. Lorenzo Aguirre, Vita 
Briones, Dalmacio Briones,Jr., Joseph Fiumara, Sonia 
Coote, Deogracias Cusi, Lily Dee, Jose Dominguez, 
Lowel Lu, Erick Ongsitco, Mee Yee, Joyce Furman, 
Marion Kunst, Kevin Lomarde, Evangeline            
Agbunag, Gene Relampagos, Mario L. Guillermo, 
Mani Glanz, Lito Coloma, Sampaguita Dizon, 
Leilani  Buccat, Kathleen Carroll, Clara Lee, Claire 
Brandin, Mary Motak—Leung, Amy McNally, 
Linda  Edwards, Julia Turner, Brian Haran, Berna-
dette Neeley, Theresa Collins, Robert de la Cruz, 
Lulu de la Cruz 
We Pray for those who have died…that they be 
granted a home in heaven. 
Evelyn Garcia-Amen, Andrew Roche 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary,  
  and Joseph 
Monday: The Holy Innocents 
Tuesday: St. Thomas Becket 
Thursday: St. Sylvester I; New Year’s Eve 
Friday:  Octave of Christmas;  
  New Year’s Day; 
 The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God;  
 World Day of Prayer for Peace; First Friday 
Saturday: Ss. Basil the Great and  
  Gregory Nazianzen; 
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION SUNDAY 
You are cordially Invited 

On January, 3, 2010, as we celebrate the Feast of the 
Holy Name of Jesus and Epiphany Sunday, all Holy 
Name Parish volunteers are invited to the 11:30 
AM Mass followed by a reception in your honor at 
the Flanagan Center. Volunteers are the heart of our 
community! You are always appreciated! 

CALL TO FAITH E-CONNECT 
A New Resource for Lifelong Catechesis 

 Holy Name Parish has an exciting new web 
resource to continue your spiritual growth. The pro-
gram is known as: "Call to Faith eConnect". We 
hope you take this opportunity to participate during 
this Advent Season to strengthen and to grow in 
your faith. 
 Visit www.calltofaitheconnect.com/
holyname or you may go to our Parish website: 
www.holynamesf.org - the link to “Call to Faith 
eConnect” is on our homepage. Lectors may take the 
opportunity to prepare for all of the Mass readings 
on "Call to FaitheConnect" as well. 

HOLY NAME CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC 
STILL ACCEPTING REGISTRATIONS FOR THE 

SPRING 2010 SEMESTER  
Information is available on our Parish website 

www. HolyName-SF.org  
or you may contact Jackie @ (415) 664 8590 
CLASSES BEGIN ON JANUARY 11, 2010 

HOLY NAME OF JESUS PARISH 
San Francisco, CA 

 
NEW YEARS EVE MASS 

Thursday, December 31 
9:30 AM 

 
NEW YEAR’S DAY  MASS 

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God   
(Not a  Holy Day of Obligation) 

Friday, January 1 
9:30 AM 

 
 

Thank You from the Youth Group 
 The youth group would like to thank the 
Men’s Club and all the parishioners who supported 
the Breakfast Fundraising by donating, helping and 
participating in the event.  It was a great success.  
The event raised about $1,000.00. The funds will be 
used to benefit the activities of the youth program.   
 May God bless you all & Merry Christmas ! 

CHRISTMAS HISTORY LESSON 
 Remember the song “12 Days of Christmas”? 
Have you ever asked what leaping lords, French 
hens, swimming swans, and especially the partridge 
who won't come out of the pear tree have to do with 
Christmas?  
 Here’s the answer to that question: 
 From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in 
England were not permitted to practice their faith 
openly. Someone during that era wrote this carol as  
a catechism song for young Catholics.  
  It has two levels of meaning: the surface 
meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to 
members of their church. Each element in the carol 
has a code word for a religious reality which the 
children could remember.  
-The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.  
-Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 
-Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love. 
-The four calling birds were the four gospels of  
Matthew, Mark, Luke & John.  
-The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the 
first five books of the Old Testament.  
-The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of crea-
tion.  
-Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold 
gifts of the Holy Spirit--Prophesy, Serving, Teach-
ing, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and 
Mercy.  
-The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.  
-Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy 
Spirit--Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Good-
ness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self Control.  
-The ten lords a-leaping were the ten commandments.  
-The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful 
disciples. 
-The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the 
twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed. 
 So there is your history lesson for to-
day.  Now we know how that strange song became 
a Christmas Carol. 



Merry ChristFAZ gift!  by Fr. Arnold Zamora 
 

I have been often told as most of us have 
heard that Christmas is a season of giving. On the 
first Christmas, God gave the first Christmas gift: 
His only son, who was born to die for our sins. In 
celebration of this great gift, we give gifts to those 
we love, but we should not forget that “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). In the 
Christmas story, the magi from the East came and 
brought gifts to Jesus. Next Sunday, we’ll look more 
at the wise men and their participation in this story. 

I don’t have to go back to our history to sup-
port the claim of what this Christmas season is all 
about. At Holy Name of Jesus Parish I have experi-
enced a magnanimous season of giving. In fact, I am 
overwhelmed by the generosity of our parishioners 
who have shared their time, talent and treasure. 
Many of our parishioners have given so much of 
their time and creativity, like the ladies of our Envi-
ronment committee, the Choir and Musicians, Eu-
charistic Ministers, Lectors, Altar Servers and even 
those who prepare our  Church and our Priests’ 
Vestments. I also admire the men who are always 
ready to pick up and pass the collection baskets.  

Our parishioners have many opportunities 
to express their generosity and they have given sup-
port to the many fundraising projects this season 
from the warm coat drive of our school children to 
the Christmas giving tree. But the greatest proof of 
their generosity was the Archbishop’s Annual Ap-
peal. After my last appeal for support, considering 
we were still short of reaching our quota, our pa-
rishioners have tremendously responded. In a few 
days time, we not only made our goal but we sur-
passed it! Allleluia! And the giving still continues. 

I could truly say Merry Christmas to you 
and thank you for the Merry ChristFAZ gift! 

 
 Thanks for the year 2009 and looking for-
ward with great hope for 2010. As Pope John Paul II 
put it: "The Christian looks at the past with grati-
tude, lives the present with enthusiasm, and looks to 
the future with hope." 

Or as the turtle Oogway put it in Kung Fu 
Panda, "The past is history, the future is a mystery, 
the present is a gift; and that's why it's called a pre-
sent." Jesus gives us the ability not just to smile at 
that sentence, but to live it out. 

FAZ has ended, go in peace! 
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December 27, 2009 
 

Dear Padre 
 

How should parents discipline children at Mass? 
How should parents discipline children during 
Mass? 
Children sliding around in the pews, fidgeting  
constantly, giggling with each other—how would 
the priest like parents to handle these situations  
during Mass? 
    Marlo 
Dear Marlo, 
It’s better to have fidgeting kids at Mass than no 
kids at all. Children are a sign of life and a blessing 
to our parish community—sometimes even more to 
the community than to parents who have to worry 
and take care of them during Mass. 
I presume you mean children between the ages of 
two and six, kids too old to be crying in their par-
ents’ arms and too young to be in religious-
education programs. Many parishes have children’s 
Liturgy of the Word programs, but the kids 
still spend time at regular Mass. 
It’s important for kids to be at Mass and to learn 
how to be quiet for an hour. When children come to 
Mass, they slowly get used to the idea that they’re 
expected to behave for a limited amount of time. 
Parents should bring books or soft toys—anything 
that won’t make more noise—to keep the kids enter-
tained. They shouldn’t let their kids bring musical 
toys, electronic games with sound effects, or toy 
trucks that can be run up and down the pews. If 
children continue to be disruptive, parents should 
take them outside for a short time and then bring 
them back. 
Bottom line: Priests want children to come to Mass. 
We want them to learn to behave now so when they 
get older they’re ready to deepen their participation 
in the Mass. 
    Patrick Keyes, C.Ss.R. 
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SPEAK WELL 
 Speak well of people and you will never 
need to whisper. 
    —Anonymous 



HOLY NAME SCHOOL  
APPLICATION FOR FALL 2010 

Applications are now available for the school 
year 2010/2011. If you are interested in taking a 
tour of the school, please call the office at 731-4077 
for an appointment. 
Holy Name School, mindful of its mission to be witness 
to the love of Christ for all, admits student of any race, 
color, and national and/or ethnic origin to all the rights, 
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded to 
or make available to students at this school. Holy Name 
School does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, and national and/or ethnic origin, age, gender 
or disability in administration of educational policies, 
admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and 
athletic and other school-administered programs.” 
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HOLY NAME SCHOOL 

FAMILY IN CRISIS 
 Today’s Gospel gives us the only real 
glimpse we have into the life of the Holy Family 
during the childhood of Jesus. Here we see a family 
in crisis. A son is lost and frantic parents search and 
search until they finally find him. We hear these 
words from the mother of Jesus: “Son, why have 
you done this to us? Your father and I have been 
looking for you with great anxiety” (Luke 2:48). We 
can only imagine the distress felt by Mary and Jo-
seph. Their love for their son brought them to their 
wits’ end. Let us take the opportunity this day to ask 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph to inter-
cede for us in times when our families experience 
anxiety and fear.  © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Good News! 
December 27, 2009 
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 
Sir 3:2–7, 12–14 or 1 Sm 1:20–22, 24–28; Col 3:12–21 
or 
3:12–17 or 1 Jn 3:1–2, 21–24; Lk 2:41–52 
 
And Jesus advanced (in) wisdom and age and favor before 
God and man (Luke 2:52). So did his mother. Any 
parent who lets the realization sink in that this 
mother didn’t know where her child was for three 
days can feel the desperate, frantic emotions that 
washed over Mary. Luke ends the story by saying 
Jesus increased in wisdom and in years. Mary aged 
several years, too, in the three days it took to find 
her son. Thinking they had lost Jesus scared Mary 
and Joseph to death. They were sure Jesus was with 
those traveling with them. In first-century Palestine, 
extended families intertwined. 
 As they traveled together, families lived their 
lives together— enough for Mary and Joseph to 
know her relatives would be watching Jesus. They 
had come to Jerusalem together for the holiday, and 
they were going home together. Jesus knew the 
system and was supposed to be with the relatives. 
But he wasn’t with them. No one had seen him. 
Could Mary and Joseph feel anything but tremen-
dous relief when they found Jesus? Yet discovering 
Jesus again pushes them further. They ask, where 
were you ?! Every parent hears the combination of 
pain and relief, agitation and excitement in Mary’s 
voice as she asks her son this question. Jesus’ an-
swer is startling. It overturns our emotions and our 
world. Didn’t you know? I had to be in this place, my 
Father’s place. The point to this story isn’t where Je-
sus was, but who Jesus is. Luke invites us to follow 
Jesus’ parents, to look for him after this early Pass-
over feast, because we will have an even further 
surprise as we look for him later. An even deeper 
experience of Jesus is ahead—three days after his 
last Passover. 
  Dan Finucane | sundaybulletins@liguori.org 
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THANK YOU 
Heartfelt thanks you to all who participated in the giving tree project. Through your generosity we 
were able to reach and help many people. May the Lord reward you a hundredfold. Wishing you 
and your family a very Blessed Christmas. Sr. Stella  




